
 

325 North 13th Avenue – Walla Walla, WA  99362 
Phone: (509) 522-6340, Ext. 3 – Fax: (509) 525-2811 

Fall 2009              Published regularly to provide information to land users             Volume 11, Issue 3 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In this issue: 
 

Change in Conservation 
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CREP Progress 
 
Small Bridge Needs 

INTRODUCING JESSICA TAYLOR, 

NRCS SOIL CONSERVATIONIST 
 

We’ve a new face in the Walla Walla USDA Service Center.  
In March of this year, we welcomed Jessica Taylor as the new 
soil conservationist on the NRCS staff.  Jess is filling the po-
sition recently vacated by Jim Loiland who transferred to Dil-
lingham, Alaska. 
 
Jess received her B.S. degree in Ecology from Evergreen 
State College and her Master’s degree in Ecosystems Analysis 
from the University of Washington and comes to Walla Walla 
with a wide range of on-the-job experience.  She has been an 
Argricultural Technologist with the WA Dept. of Agriculture, 
a high school chemistry and physics teacher and a soil scien-

tist for Weyerhauser Company. 
 

Jess is an avid reader of novels and enjoys whitewater rafting, gardening, backpacking 
and  playing soccer.  

 

INTRODUCING GARY AUSMAN, 

SOUTHEAST AREA CONSERVATION 

DISTRICT ENGINEER  
 
We have a new District Engineer serving the nine Southeast 
Area conservation districts out of the Pomeroy Conservation 
District Office.  An Idaho transplant, Gary Ausman has a 
B.S. degree in Civil Engineering from the University of 
Idaho and is filling the slot formerly held by Lance Horning.   
 
Prior to coming to work for the Districts, Gary worked for 
several private engineering firms in Northern Idaho and has 
a strong background in surveying, land development, project 
cost estimates and bidding.   
 
Gary grew up in the mountains of Pierce, ID and loves the 
outdoors.  His hobbies are hunting, camping, fishing, snow-

mobiling, and riding or racing dirt bikes. 

Burn Program! 
 

When you complete this 

fall’s field burning, please 

remember to send in your 

“Blue Card”. If desired, 

report your burn acres on-

line at the WA-DOE web-

site: http://www.ecy.wa.gov/

programs/air/aginfo/

Blue_card.html  (type an un-

derscore ( _ ) between 

“Blue” and “card”).  



GPS unit mounted in tractor 

GPS antenna 

OPPORTUNITIES TO ADOPT 

NEW FARMING TECHNOLOGY 

THROUGH EQIP 
 

 Are you direct seeding and thinking about taking that next 
step?   The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) adminis-
tered by the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) offers cost 
sharing for developing a pest management plan that could include the 
adoption of GPS technology.  The adoption of this technology could help 
you precisely apply fertilizer and pesticides reducing overlap and conserv-
ing fuel.  EQIP can help with: 
 

• GPS guidance systems for tractors (Auto-steer; light bar) 
• Auto-boom technology for sprayers and fertilizer applica-

tors 
• GPS tracking compensation for drills 
 

 EQIP can also help improve Irrigation Water Management through 
the adoption of “real time” water use monitoring.  This can result in more 
efficient use of your water resource and lower pumping costs. 

  
 While the 2010 EQIP sign-up ended August 14, 2009, EQIP has 
an open sign-up and eligible producers can sign-up for the 2011 program at 
any time.  Set up an appointment with the NRCS staff to discuss opportu-
nities to improve your farming technology.  By:  Larry Hooker, Agricul-

tural Projects Coordinator 

CREP -  ITS PLACE IN THE WALLA WALLA  

WATERSHED 
 

 The Walla Walla River Basin is a very important watershed in southeastern Washington for a multitude of 
reasons to a multitude of folks.  Some folks see this watershed as an irrigation source to keep one of the State’s most 
productive ag. industries sustainable and competi-
tive.  Others view these waters as a necessity to 
keep and improve native salmonid fish stocks far 
into the future.  Many view this watershed as the 
reason to live in this enchanted valley.  Still others 
consider these surface waters as vital to aquifer 
recharge.  All of these view points are creditable 
and represent different perspectives on the same 
resource.  So how does the Conservation Reserve 
Enhancement Program (CREP) fit into all these 
different ways of viewing the Walla Walla River 
drainage and its waters? 
 
 CREP is a Farm Services Agency (FSA) 
administered program that allows shoreline land-
owners an opportunity to voluntarily place their 
near shore agricultural land under contract in order  

 
7-year old CREP buffer 



to re-establish riparian buffers along native fish-bearing streams.  CREP is a four way partnership between FSA as 
the program administrators, NRCS as the technical services, the Walla Walla County Conservation District as the 
implementers of the projects on the ground and the Landowner who has voluntarily enrolled their land in this pro-
gram out of concern for the shorelines running through their property. 
 
 Why would anyone ever voluntarily sign up for CREP on their property?  There are many great reasons.  
The primary reasons cited by landowners are to control soil erosion, reduce the loss of native trees and grass buffers 
due to past land use practices as well as flooding, establish wildlife habitat, to stop potential property loss and to pro-
tect native fish stocks. 
 
 How can you enroll in the CREP program?  The first step is to come in and either contact Mike Denny or 
any of the FSA employees and sign a CRP-2 form.  This is a form that announces the landowner’s intent to enroll 
into CREP.  This form is only to signal interest on the landowner’s part and is in no way a binding contract. The 
form then goes to FSA who determines the property eligibility for the program and then on to the NRCS who along 
with WWCCD looks the proposed site over with the landowner.  Plans are then drawn up by the NRCS and the CD 
with constant contact with the landowner.  Then these plans are reviewed by the FSA County Committee. Once the 
COC says OK, a contract is drawn up and the landowner signs the CRP-1 which is a binding contract and good ei-
ther for  not less than 10 nor more than 15 years depending on the landowners choice. Land rental rates are deter-
mined by soil types and will be explained to you when you come visit us. The total installation costs (up to stated 
caps) and five years of maintenance are also covered under this program.  
 
 The Walla Walla County Conservation District has three objectives for CREP projects that we strive for and 
these are:   
 

• Stop and manage silt and soil erosion from reaching the waters of the basin.  This in turn controls farm 
chemical residues, nitrogen and fecal coliforms from entering the system. Nitrogen and fecal coliforms 
feed blue/green algae which produces pollutants and toxins that have been linked to cancer and ALS. 
Algae blooms also deplete dissolved oxygen in water killing invertebrates and fish.   

 
• Get shade on the surface of the stream/river to reduce evaporation rates and cool the water.   
 
• Provide wildlife habitat for native species. 

 
 These are just a few reasons for CREP.  This program is good for landowners, rivers and wildlife.  By:  Mike 

Denny, CREP Coordinator, 509-522-6340, Ext. 114. 

 

COST-SHARE FUNDING FOR METERING TO END 

SOON! 
  

 The Walla Walla County Conservation District (WWCCD) is reminding all irrigators that Cost-
Share Funding for the Washington State Metering Program will soon be exhausted.  Washington State law 
requires you to measure and report your water usage.  This applies to all irrigators who are watering over ½ 
acre with water from a shallow aquifer well or pumped from a stream or river.  For several years, the Dis-

trict has offered technical and financial assistance to enable agricultural irrigators to comply with state 
laws, thereby avoiding enforcement action.  If you still haven’t metered, don’t delay in contacting the 
WWCCD.  Limited time remains to accept requests for the metering cost share program.  Upon contact, 
the District will provide you with information regarding the law plus install a meter that meets your obliga-
tion while funding 85% of the project cost.  Landowner expense is limited to 15% of the project cost.  
Washington State funding for this program will expire after 2009. Cost-share assistance will no longer be 
available.  However, the requirement to measure and report agricultural water use will still remain in stat-
ute and landowners will be expected to bear 100% this expense solely out-of-pocket.  



 Additionally, if you have an older or non-
functional meter previously provided by the cost-share 
program, you may contact the District to receive an up-
graded replacement meter at little or no cost. In most 
cases, the replacement will be a new electronic meter 
(with no moving parts) and in some cases, meter reading 
and recording will be done automatically. The new gen-
eration agricultural flow measuring meter includes a 
built-in data logger, as well as telemetry-ready output for 
a fully automated irrigation control system. Weekly me-
ter reading will no longer be necessary. A portable mem-
ory stick (very similar to a computer flash drive) will be 
provided for retrieving the flow data at the end of the irri-
gation season. This data can then be downloaded onto a 

spreadsheet for reference. 
 
              While water use measuring and reporting is a Dept. of Ecology requirement, using a meter as a 
management tool is simply a smart, efficient irrigation practice which will ultimately save you money in 
operational costs. To date, over 400 meters have been installed by private landowners throughout the ba-
sin.  By:  Greg Kinsinger, Restoration Project Coordinator. 

 
 

COST-SHARE FUNDING FOR FISH SCREEN PROGAM 

TO CONTINUE 
  
 While cost-share funding for the meter program 
may not be available much longer, ample funds remain 
available for the Conservation District’s Fish Screen 
Program. 
 
 All diversions on fish bearing streams are re-
quired to be screened with an approved screening de-
vice.  The successful WDFW sponsored cost-share 
screening program, implemented by the Walla Walla 

County Conservation District is still taking applicants 
on a first-come first-serve basis.  To date, over 350 
screens have been installed through out the basin.  Walla 
Walla County’s screening efforts are highly regarded 
throughout the state as the benchmark program for landowner 
participation in reducing juvenile fish mortality.  If your pump- ing 
operation is still out of compliance with state regulations, call the District today to inquire about the many 
recognized benefits of using a compliant fish screen.  By:  Greg Kinsinger, Restoration Project Coordina-

tor. 

  

          New style flow meter 

New active cleaning river screen 



 

 

  AND NOW, FOR A FEW WORDS ABOUT PIPING 

PROJECTS 
 

• Bergevin-Williams/Old Lowden Pipeline Consolidation 

Construction of a pipeline supplying both the Old Lowden irrigators and those who withdraw from the 
Bergevin-Williams Ditch is scheduled for December 2010.  Following the decision to delay the com-
bined diversion construction until next summer, we shifted gears from design to trusting water rights 
and changing the points of diversion.  Individual pump station design work is next on the agenda.  The 
irrigators are busy forming a group to administer the management of the system. Funding for this con-
struction is from WA Dept. of Ecology. In exchange, the irrigators leave water in the Walla Walla River 
to enhance flows for fish rearing and passage. 
 

• Garden City Piping 

Funds are also available for the construction of a pipeline to accommodate the Garden City irrigators.  
The survey of this ditch system has been completed and plans are to meet with the group in September.  
Many of the folks have expressed interest not only in an on-demand water supply (some at the end of 
the line don’t even get their water) but also in creating a clean water supply for both livestock and wild-
life. This pipeline will be gravity flow, so challenges with pipeline flushing and sediment need to be ad-
dressed. 
 

• South Lateral, Gardena Irrigation District #13 

Construction is scheduled to begin September 9th on the south lateral of the Gardena system. The new 
pipeline, designed to convey 25 cfs, will serve 14 pump stations over 6 miles of piping to irrigate 
approx. 1400 acres.  This project is funded under the Bonneville Power Administration (BPA). 
 

• North lateral of the Gardena Irrigation District #13 

We are currently in the design phase of this project.  Pending funding, construction could take place as 
early as next August.  By: Kay Mead, Irrigation Efficiency Coordinator, 509-522-6340 Ext. 112. 
 

 

Touchet Eastside canal pre-piping Back-filled canal with new pipeline  
route shown in red. 



SNAKE RIVER SALMON RECOVERY REGION 

10
th
 GRANT ROUND CYCLE RESULTS 

 

 The 10th Grant Round Cycle for salmon recovery projects has been completed.  The Snake River Salmon 
Recovery Board (SR-SRB) recently closed the application period and validated the rankings of proposed salmon 
recovery projects in the Snake River Salmon Recovery Region.  This grant round, there were 17 project propos-
als brought before the Board. 

 
 Competition for limited recovery dollars was keen in this 10th grant round.  There were close to $3.5 mil-
lion in applications for the $1.6 million available for projects.  As usual, the Lead Entity Review Committee 
used a uniform ranking methodology to score the project proposals on their relative merits.  This committee is 
made up of one technical representative and two citizen representatives from each of the five counties and non-
voting co-leads from each conservation district in our recovery area. 

 
 Following scoring, the ranked projects will be forwarded to the SR-SRB with recommendations.  The 
Board can accept the ranked projects and recommendations or can re-rank the projects if desired.  It appears that 
the top 12 of the final 13 proposed projects will be accepted for some level of funding in 2010. 

 
 For details, visit the Snake River Salmon Recovery Board website:  http://www.snakeriverboard.org.  
By:  Larry Hooker, Agricultural Projects Coordinator 

Walla Walla County Conservation District  
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